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RISSB UPDATE

» CALL FOR DEVELOPMENT GROUP MEMBERS

The following sets of rolling stock standards and one manual are to
commence development in the coming financial year:

» AS 7503 “Railway rolling stock - Train operation interface” - to
describe requirements for rolling stock identification, AEI tags,
signage, movement prevention and operational integrity.

» AS 7513 “Railway rolling stock - Interior environment” - to
describe requirements for interior noise, vibration, ride comfort
and air quality in rolling stock.

» AS 7523 “Railway rolling stock - Emergency equipment” - to
describe requirements for equipment carried on rolling stock for
protection when stopped, fire, first aid, evacuation and recovery.

» AS 7527 “Railway rolling stock - Event recorders” - to describe
requirements for event recorders/dataloggers on rolling stock.

» AS 7533 “Railway rolling stock - Driving cabs” - to describe
requirements for driving cabs (ergonomics, vision, controls etc) on
rolling stock.

» Wheel Defect Manual - to describe in-service defect limits for
wheels.

The RISSB is now formally calling for potential participants in the
Development Groups for each of the above items.

Development Group members should have experience in the particular
subject area and represent organisations that are affected by the
standard.

Persons wishing to actively participate in the development of one or
more of the above standards or manual are to contact Steven Rykers,
Project Manager - Rolling Stock Standards, RISSB at steven.rykers@
gr.com.au by the end of June 2009.

Note that those who have previously contacted the RISSB about
participation in the above do not need to reapply.

by Steven Rykers
Project Manger - Rolling Stock Standards
steven.rykers@gr.com.au
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GREAT INTEREST IN SENATE URBAN
PASSENGER TRANSPORT INQUIRY

As was to be expected, the current Senate Inquiry into
the investment of Commonwealth and State funds
in public transport and infrastructure services has
attracted considerable, widespread interest from around
Australia.

So far 187 submissions have been received by the
Senate Committee from a diverse range of stakeholders
including the following:

» Federal, State and Local governments

» Transport & Logistics, Bus & Coach, Taxi and other
industry Associations including UITP;

» Public Health, Disability and Social Service Groups;
» Academia, Professional Associations and Unions;

» Public transport user and interest Groups;

» State Cycling Associations; and
» Individuals

Submissions received are at http://www.aph.gov.
au/Senate/committee/rrat ctte/public transport/
submissions/sublist.htm

ARA’s submission can be reviewed on our website at
www.ara.net.au We welcome Member feedback or
comments on our submission.

Following the submission, ARA was invited to provide
more information on the environmental benefits of light
and heavy rail. Additionally, some Inquiry members are
considering a visit to inspect some rail manufacturing
sites.

by Phil Sochon - Deputy CEO
psochon@ara.net.au

COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT
(COAG) RAIL SUPPLIER TASK FORCE

In 2009 the ARA commenced working with suppliers
of rolling stock equipment to advance the business
environment for Australian based businesses. The April
COAG forum has recommended the Transport Chief
Executive Officer’s work with industry departments and
companies through the ARA to advance the scope of
work proposed by companies and report back to the next
COAG meeting in July 2009.

Scope of Work for Rail Supplier Task Force

The scope of work that the proposed Australian Rail
Supplier Task Force includes the following:

1. Industry Metrics - ldentify the nature and depth of the
capability of the Australian rail industry suppliers.

2. Policy Barriers - Identify the current inconsistencies
in policies, standards and procurement approaches
across jurisdictions and assess their impact on the
Australian industry.

3. National Standards - Recommend both short term
and longer term steps to harmonise the widely
differing design, technology and safety standards
imposed on rail suppliers.

4. Leveling of Demand - Compile data on the age
of Australia’s rolling stock fleet (both public and
private) and propose a model to create long term
order leveling for manufacturers.

5. Supply Chain Improvement - Determine how
the supply chain can be better integrated and its
capability deepened to meet Australia’s rail related
needs.

6. Workforce Skills - Establish the facts about the
ageing work force in the rail manufacturing sector
and its forward skill requirements.

by Garry Whiting - General Manager Suppliers
gwhiting@ara.net.au
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